
Laurel Ridge Elementary School PTA General Membership Meeting 

Tuesday, January 15, 2019, 6:00 PM, Laurel Ridge Elementary School 

Meeting called to order by PTA Co-President Emily Mann at 6:00 p.m. A quorum was reached.  

Minutes from the October PTA general membership meeting were distributed and summarized by PTA 
Secretary Amy Lincoln. Motion was made by Anna Skold to approve the October meeting minutes. Joey 
Wilkinson seconded. Membership voted without objections to approve minutes.  Motion carried. 

Principal Advisory Council Report 

PAC Chair Lindsay Wolf discussed the ongoing redistricting process. The cluster PAC met on January 14 
and spoke with Trenton Arnold, who said that families who wish to stay at LRES should fill out Dekalb 
County School Choice application. If they do not get a space that way, they can then request a hardship 
waiver.   

Treasurer’s Report 

PTA Treasurer Brendan Kretschmar distributed and reviewed quarterly statement of activity. So far this 
year we have spent about $20k of $45k budget. We have made about $20k in revenue, including $5k 
from Fall Festival, $1500 from fall book fair, and $1000 in donations for the Care Closet. Big 
expenditures include building and grounds improvements, teacher appreciation and teacher grants.  

PTA Business 

• Last call for yearbook sales and 5th grade graduate ad pages. 

• New officer nominations will take place at next general meeting. The PTA bylaws 
(online) include descriptions of each position. We will need a nominations committee of 
3, including a committee chair. New officers will be elected during a meeting at the end 
of the year- after March. More leadership will be needed as several Executive 
Committee members are leaving next year due to redistricting.  

• Grant review committee met in early January to review teacher grant proposals for 
bigger classroom projects. The proposals were graded them by a rubric. 2 teachers, Ms. 
Gilbert and Ms. Porter, sat on the committee, along with LRES parents Lauren Haws, 
Jennifer Hart, and Leah Roesch. Projects that were funded include: 

o $220 to Coach Johns to purchase new hula hoops. 
o $500 to Ms. K. Hanna for art supplies. 
o $455 to Ms. Hammer for greenhouse and seed supplies for discovery program. 
o $750 to Ms. White for the purchase of 2 document based question projects for 

second grade. 
o $816 to Ms. Bull for the purchase of leveled classroom readers with a focus on 

science readers and science software to be used for all 2nd graders. 
o $595 to Ms. Potter for a schoolwide subscription to Greg Tang Math prior to 

January 31 math night.  
o $818 to Ms. Smith for CD players, leveled reader CDs, and wireless headphones 

for stations. 
o $345 to Ms. Sidell for math games, flash cards, and activity stations to be used 

for all 5th graders.  



• 2 projects under $100 were not selected for funding because teachers can use 
reimbursement program for that. Only 3 teachers have used the reimbursement 
program so far. 
  

Committee Reports  

• Family Engagement (committee chair Brandon Henson) 
o There are many events taking place in the spring semester. Variety show date moved 

and will now take place in March which is music month. March 26 projected date. 
Details forthcoming.  

o Book fair- also in March. 
o Dance will take place in the spring. 
o Fall festival made $5000. 

• Membership and Staff Appreciation (committee chair Megan Lineberry)  
o Membership is up to 282 paid members. 
o Staff appreciation week is February 11-14; Teacher appreciation week May 6-10. Help 

needed for staff appreciation week. Dividing staff members by grade level. Each day 
that week we will do something to recognize the staff. For example- notes of gratitude 
one day, potluck breakfast another day. 

o The committee also provide dinners for teachers and staff on conference nights- 2 in the 
fall, 2 upcoming. Holiday gifts for teachers and staff were put together by Jessica Howell 
Edwards. Between donations and PTA matching, $1200 was raised for 47 staff (not 
teacher) holiday gifts.  

• Building and Grounds (committee co-chair Lauren Andrews) 
o The courtyard improvements have been a big focus. Co-chair Daniel Ballard working on 

courtyard plan with teachers including Ms. Hammer. 
o New outdoor games were added to the blacktop at the November workday. 
o Lauren Andrews and Brandon Henson are working with Ms. Schrock on the acoustic 

system in the cafeteria (budget approved at prior PTA meeting).  
o New sustainability subcommittee has formed and is being led by Jenny and Zack Odom. 

They are starting with sustainability measures in the cafeteria and need volunteers.  

• Fundraising (committee chair Stephanie Bialek)  
o Spirit nights have been a successful fundraiser: $500 from Athens pizza in fall , $800 

from Taqueria el Vecino in December. Upcoming spirit nights: February 5 and 6 at Cici’s 
Pizza, April 17 and 18 at City BBQ.  

o Cassie Pasciuti leading Boxtop collections. So far have raised $500. Turn in throughout 
the year to teacher or front office. Deadline is in February.  

o Publix partnership cards have phased out- shoppers just need to have an account and 
put phone number in when purchasing.  

o Sarah Brosnan and Stephanie Bialek are working on the book fair and will need 
volunteers March 15-22.  

o Emily Burbank is chairing the silent auction which will take place April 13 at Briarcliff 
Woods Beach Club.  

o The Penny Bowl is a new fundraiser taking place January 28- February 1.  

 

 



• Student Engagement (PTA co-Vice President Brittany Sanders) 
o The Care Closet is well stocked with clothing. Food and toiletries always welcome. There 

is a wagon in the front hallway for donations. Country Squire Women’s Club is 
continuing their sponsorship of the Care Closet for the whole year.  

o Activities and clubs: Angela Ballard is chairing this effort and working with Ms. Schrock, 
county, and staff to get it started in the next month.  In addition to clubs there will also 
be optional activities independent of after care. Clubs need staff sponsors.  

• Communications (committee co-chair Joey Wilkinson)  
o Joey Wilkinson and co-chair Amy Heldman have been working on defining the role of 

the committee. Together with PTA co-Vice President Leigh Hopkins, they have worked 
with Ms. Schrock regarding what parents hope for as far as school communications. The 
school is communicating via the school Facebook page and Class Dojo. The 
Communications committee is using My School Anywhere, the newsletter and the PTA 
Facebook group for communications. They could use help with outreach to non English 
speaking families. 

Principal’s Report 

Ms. Schrock expressed gratitude for all the PTA members and committee chairs for their work on a 
successful high functioning PTA. The town hall/ state of the school took place on January 10 and that 
information will be shared. The final redistricting decision is set to be made February 4 and families who 
wish to stay should take steps to do so.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m. 

 


